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Europe Without Borders: A History 
BY ISAAC STANLEY-BECKER. 

Princeton University Press, 2025, 416 pp. 

T
he Schengen Agreement, 
signed in 1985, all but elim­
inates border controls among 

29 European countries. Despite the 
political sensitivity and technical dif­
ficulty of regulating migration, the 
agreement remains Europe's most pop­
ular foreign policy. Most right-wing 
populist nationalists do not dare chal­
lenge it. This meticulously researched 
and engagingly written history of its 
founding and rationale-the best avail­
able-reveals the secrets of Schengen's 
success. The agreement was motivated 
primarily by the desire for greater eco­
nomic efficiency and personal conve­
nience, not by idealistic efforts to realize 
absolute humanist or European federal 
ideals. Another reason for Schengen's 
popularity is that the freedom of move­
ment the agreement grants is condi­
tional. National border controls can and 
often are reinstated intermittently to 
cope with trafficking, terrorism, epi­
demics, tax avoidance, and, above all, 
mass movements of undocumented 
migrants. In such a nuanced history, 
one wonders only why the author occa­
sionally dilutes these much-needed les­
sons about the virtues of sensible com­
promise and pragmatic policymaking 
by characterizing controls on migrants 
from outside the EU as hypocritical and 
by indulging unwarranted fears about 
Schengen's future dissolution. 

Harjleur to Hamburg: 
Five Centuries of English and 
British Violence in Europe 
EDITED BYD. J.B. TRIM AND 

BRENDAN SIMMS. Hurst, 2024 
336 pp. 

For millennia, brutal acts of mass 
violence against enemy soldiers and 
civilians were commonplace. Here 
the editors consider 11 troubling case 
studies of such extreme violence by 
English and British governments­
from the 1415 Battle of Harfleur 
through World War II. Motivated 
only by strategic self-interest, politi­
cal leaders and military commanders 
planned the use of harsh measures 
against soldiers and people, carefully 
weighing the advantages and disad­
vantages. Such tactics included the 
extraordinary plunder and destruc­
tion of the Hundred Years' War and 
the fire bombings of cities in World 
War II. These cruel acts were directed 
not just against those of other races 
or religions in the colonized world 
but also against neighboring wh�te 
Christian Europeans. Even in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
when the public began to impose 
normative constraints on violence 
directed at foreign civilians, politi­
cians and generals still conspired to 
obscure and circumvent these limits 
when necessary to pursue the national 
interest. This book is a troubling 
reminder that the stakes of war can 
make criminals of everyone. 
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