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QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS IMPORTANT
 80% of comparative politics scholars and a plurality of 

(IR) scholars primarily utilize case studies 
 90% of political scientists use some qualitative analysis
Most statistical work rests on qualitative coding 
Qualitative work is often judged more policy-relevant

BUT NOT SUSTAINABLE
Quality, area/functional skill, and rigor are declining
Scholarship is rarely replicable, so qualitative scholars 

cannot demonstrate excellence
 The number and prestige of qualitative scholars is 

declining (e.g. journals, faculty, gatekeeping positions)
Neighboring fields (political, social, economic history) in 

crisis

A Crisis in Qualitative Political Science



Transparency is an ideal 
shared by all scholars

“The idea is to try to 
give all the information 
to help others to judge 
the value of your 
contribution; not just the 
information that leads to 
judgment in one 
particular direction or 
another.”

-- Richard P. Feynman



New APSA 
Professional Guidelines

for Research Transparency

For evidence-based knowledge claims, researchers 
should achieve research transparency:

• Data Transparency:  Provide direct access to data.

• Analytic Transparency:  Explicate the links between 
evidence and descriptive or causal inferences.

• Production Transparency:  Explain procedures employed 
to select data, theories, and methods.



ACTIVE CITATION
Footnotes are hyperlinked to precisely cited, 
fully annotated source excerpts, placed in 
appendix

QUALITATIVE DATA ARCHIVING

 EXPLICIT METHODOLOGICAL STANDARDS 
(e.g. Case selection, counterfactuals, analytic 
narratives, etc.)

One of Many Responses: 
Greater Transparency in Qualitative Analysis 

via Active Citation



CONTESTABLE 
KNOWLEDGE-
BASED CLAIM 
(MAIN TEXT)

CITATION

A SINGLE ENTRY IN 
THE TRANSPARENCY

APPENDIX

1. ANNOTATION
2. SOURCE EXCERPT

3. FULL CITATION
4. SCAN OR LINK TO 

SOURCE (OPTIONAL)

WHAT IS “ACTIVE CITATION”?

EXISTING FORMATS
NEW 

TRANSPARENCY 
APPENDIX



An Example of Active Citation



Tommy Lee Jones  
Rep. Thaddeus 
Stevens on the 
Thirteenth Amendment

“The greatest measure of the 
nineteenth century was passed by 
corruption, aided and abetted by the 
purest man in America.”
…according to Steven Spielberg, who got it from 
historian Fawn Brodie (1959), who got it from 
popular lecturer James Scovel (1898), who may or 
may not have witnessed it 33 years before…

Tommy Lee Jones on 
the Thirteenth 
Amendment



In Steven Spielberg’s recent film Lincoln, the abolitionist 
Representative Thaddeus Stevens (played by Tommy Lee 
Jones) returns home after the House of Representatives has 
passed the Thirteenth Amendment (banning slavery). He utters 
the following striking phrase to his mulatto common-law wife, 
Lydia Smith, referring to Lincoln’s role in the passage of the 
amendment: “The greatest measure of the nineteenth century 
[was] passed by corruption, aided and abetted by the purest 
man in America.” The accuracy of this account has been 
questioned. An early written account, written 33 years after the 
fact, suggests that Stevens may have said this. Yet if he did, he 
almost certainly did not do so at home to his companion. FN: 
James Scovel, “Thaddeus Stevens,” Lippincott’s Monthly 
Magazine (April 1898), pp. 548-550.

An Example of Active Citation  
The Main Text



AN EXAMPLE     Part 1 of 4: Annotation
The first known reference to Steven’s “aided and abetted” statement appeared in 
1898. James M. Scovel, a former New Jersey politician and lawyer, recalled it as 
part of an ironic reflection by Stevens on Lincoln’s willingness to trade votes against 
a NY to Washington railway (which Stevens favored) for votes in favor of the 
Thirteenth Amendment. Scovel claims that Stevens said this to him in the 1860s. Is 
he reliable on this point? On the positive side, Scovel qualifies as a possible 
eyewitness. Nothing contradicts Scovel’s claim to have known Stevens. He was a 
Washington insider and a confident of Lincoln, working under him as a 
Commissioner. His account contains plausible details, including a story Stevens 
allegedly told him about the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment and an anecdote 
about witnessing the Representative gamble. The “aided and abetted” statement is 
the type of pointed remark Stevens was famous for uttering. On the negative side, 
Scovel did not publish this account until 1898, at the age of 65. He was then making 
his living as a traveling evangelist and popular lecturer on Lincoln’s day, after having 
been driven out of law and politics in part due to his reputation for shady dealing. 
Some historians cite the quotation without comment; others ignore it. In any case, 
even Scovel’s account implies no connection between the quotation and Lydia 
Smith, Stevens’ alleged common-law wife, though she is mentioned in the text. 
Moreover, it is unclear how anyone except Smith herself, who was very discrete and 
left no memoirs, would have known if Stevens had said it to her alone. 



AN EXAMPLE    Part 2 of 4: Textual Excerpt
To the writer of this sketch Mr. Stevens told the story of the legislation which 
gave to the black man his right to vote: … [548]

His favorite amusement was…to spend the evening at Hall and 
Pemberton's Faro Bank…and over canvas-back and Veuve Clicquot 
champagne woo unmolested the goddess of fortune.…Stevens was never 
a heavy player, although I have seen him win fourteen hundred dollars on a 
twenty-dollar gold-piece as his only stake… [549]

Influence from the White House secured votes against a favorite measure 
of Mr. Stevens for an air-line railway from Washington to New York, 
and…these same votes helped Mr. Lincoln's great amendment for 
emancipation. Of this legislative bargain Stevens said, ‘The greatest 
measure of the nineteenth century was passed by corruption, aided and 
abetted by the purest man in America.’

During the last thirty years of his life its unwritten romance was the 
unselfish and tender devotion with which Stevens was attended by Lydia 
Smith, a mulatto, who in her youth had great beauty of person. [550]



AN EXAMPLE
Part 3 of 4: Full Citation

James Scovel, “Thaddeus Stevens,” Lippincott’s 
Monthly Magazine (April 1898), pp. 548-550.



AN EXAMPLE
Part 4 of 4: Scan or Link (Optional)



Active Citation: Benefits of Transparency 

Accountability:  Readers can cost-effectively check, 
critique and debate research. (“one click”)

Assessment:  Qualitative scholars can demonstrate 
substantive, theoretical and methodological excellence.

Pedagogy:  Students can learn these skills.

Public Goods Provision: Evidence can be reused.

 Interdisciplinarity and Policy Relevance:  Work with other 
fields can expand (history, law), and can better impact 
journalism and public policy.



Active Citation: The Advancing Agenda
 Secured NSF and other funding

 Published articles, developed proposals, held workshops and sponsored panel 
discussions to refine standard

 Worked alongside quantitative scholars to promulgate new APSA standards

 Integrated progress into summer training institute and graduate seminars

 Fully addressing  legal, human subject, and logistical issues

 Creating demonstration website
 20+ scholars retrofitting “classic” articles and chapters
 Younger scholars preparing new and forthcoming work

 Cooperating with journals to embed the standard

 Expanding training and outreach: Pedagogy and standard-setting

 Establishing interdisciplinary links and exchange with policy world

 Designing new plug-in software



ACE Word Add-in

Active Citation…

Translate…
Look Up

Active Citation…               

Translate…               
Look Up              

OUTPUT:
- Word Document
- Web Document

- Database (Access, Atlas…)



Digitalized Citation is already all 
around us

Academia
Natural Sciences
Legal Academia
Policy Analysis
Journalism
Government Documents



Best Practices:
Political Science



Best Practices:
Natural 
Science

Example: When did 
Polar Bears Evolve?

(Also OSTP)
Article

Supplementary Materials



Best Practices: Legal Academia
(Yale On-Line Law Review)



Best Practices: Policy Analysis



Best Practices: 
Journalism



Best Practices: Government 
Documents (Intelligence Reports)



Active Citation and Qualitative 
Transparency: 
Where to go for more?

http://www.princeton.edu/~amoravcs/data.html

amoravcs@princeton.edu

http://www.princeton.edu/%7Eamoravcs/data.html
mailto:amoravcs@princeton.edu
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