
OPINIONS 

The distaste of bop li)r the school 
environment becomes more apparent if 
you look at behaliour and attendance 
records, Last year, boys Ivere n'sponsible 
for 79 per cent of expulsions and 7~ per 
cent of wspensions, That's on~r ~5(),()()() 

boys who had such sevelT problems Ilith 
school that they Ilere thrO\I n out, 

This is bad nelvs for eleryone 
involved in trying to raise educational 
standards, But it seem,s clear to me that 
the problem lIith boy,s at school is a 
symptom of a bigger issue: the rapid knl
inisation of del't'loped societies, Thcl'e arc 
three main Ivavs In IIhich IIhat one 
might call traditional male I'irtues hal e 
been downgraded or dekgitilllisn!. TIlL'Y 
arc the rising illlportalll'l' of emotions 
and feeling in Illodern lIfe, the dekgit
imisation of risk and cOllllwtition, and the 
declining relelanl'l' of physical strength, 

First, the lIorld of education and, 
iIHTI'asingly, llfllllrk rcquircs nHllT "soft" 
interpersonal sl,ilLs allli ellllltillnal illtel
ligelll'l' than in the pa,st. I dll nllt II ant 
to l'l'ntU!'l' too br intll thc debatc abllut 
whethcr fl>lnale superiority in thi,s arca i,s 
cultural or "llard-IIircd," but it is, Il)r nOlI, 
true that al'eragl' !H'rt()rnlanCl' in thc 
"bct" wllrld and the "JL.cllllg" IIllrid dit~ 

I('rs marked Iv bdll('('n till' SI''.:C,S, Simlln 
Baron-Cllilen at the Ca'nbridgc ,\utisll1 
Hescarch Centrc ha,s l'\Cn sugp;est"d that 
alitislll i:--. all ··exaggeration" of tht: Ilor
Ill'll mall' brain, 

Sccllnd, thc c'.:plllsilln of till' litigation 
l'IlltUIT and the tyr<lllllY llf hcalth alld 
sakty rules in the elhll',ltion systclII dis
courage rr.sl,-taking' and physical com
petitin'ness, and tillS bcars dll\1 II lIIorc 
heavily on lIIale tt))'Jl1S llf Ill'hal'illur, 

Finally, musch, doesn't count Il)r IIIlll'h 
any mllre, Changing tcchnology and 
lI'ork pattern,s mcan tllat nll'n's histori
cal adl'antagl~tlll'lr physical strcngtll
is inlTcasingly an obslllete cUITl'ncy ill 
the '\orkplace, This is ft.lt II ith spccial 
!wenness in parts of till' country Itll'll1erly 
dOlninated by heavy illllu,stry, IIllerl' 
there arc a high nllll1ber of undcrpel'
filrming schooLs. 

These till'tors compri,;e till' three-\I ay 
assault on male lirtues: j('l'ling ()\er Lid. 
sakty O\'er risk and the dllllngrading of 
physical strength, There ha,s becn rclul'
tance to broach the subJel't of till' diH('r
ence bel\leen males and I('malt's t,)r I('ar 
of being accused of gender stereotyping, 
But we are nO\v seeing the tangib1l' 
results of that inhibition, 

It is not by chance that girls are stay
ing on at school Illore than boys, The 
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trend to\vards e"alll questions that con
centrate on sub,lc,l'ti,e interpretations 
over till'tual analysis. b\ours girls, The 
anti-risk culture is manifest in the intro
duction of endlessly retakeable modules, 
The pr(,] il(Tation of wursell orl, tends to 
till our l'Onscientious gn+. mer Iv)ys II Ill) 
prc!(']' the one-lltr ri,k of till' l'xam, 

[I' \Il' are ,going to It)rc(' children to 

stay at sl'I1001until they arc 1s, Ill' hal e 
tll tllinl, II<lnl about IIllat those extra 
years \lillel1tail, otlll'1'\1 i,se thl' ditt('rence 
in achie\ement hetlIL'en Iwy,s and girls 
\1 ill only Iwconll' ilion' ingrained, :\ny 
l'''tra ('ompu!so1'\' sl'!llH'\ \'l'ar.s nllr.st ,start 
to re,set the gelllier imhalanlT, \\'e llL'ed 
a greater appreciation of <In <I l\'t 1l'<I I ,sl,ill, 
more c<lnlfwtitilln and n'lI ards i<,r risl,
tal'ing. anllmon' ,l"\l'lopm,'nt llf sport 
and pranically dem'lIllling l/ll;ilitications, 

If our lIorld i,s hl'cllIlling 1111l1'(' knli
I,i,v'd and 111'r.sculinit\ is Iwing ITC<I,St. 
that's all till' mon' ITa"lil to gil l' hoI'S tlll' 
IlL'st ,start Ill'can, Partlcul,lrly ttlr anyolll' 
IIhll hell"I('S in thc ('qualitv <If till' Sl'xes, 

...... 

Marxist
 
populism
 
BY ANDREW MORAVCSIK 

Perry Anderson, Britain's most 
respected Marxist intellectual, has 
embraced Eurosceptic populism 

TIll' sad ,saga of European institutional 
rc!i)rm ,'<lntinucs, Haling initIally 

,spun till' rc!llrm trl'aty as a "((,nstitu-

Andrew Moravcsik, a professor at Princeton 
University, is currently on leave in Shanghai 

tion," many of Europe's leaders halt' been 
obliged to re-spin-telling the public that 
they ha\'e fundamen tally re\'ised the doc
umen t, tran,Sf(lrmin g it into a mere treaty 
amendment, The Eurosceptics are cor
ren to insist that the document remains 
largely unchanged, But the deeper truth 
is that the rc!ilrIllS are modest and prag
matil', Euro-spin ha,s piled up so thick 
ol'l'r the past six years, hmlt'I'er, that no 

Anderson's article reveals a lot 
about what's wrong with leftist 
thinking about Europe 

llne lll'lil'IL's l11inistl'rs \\ hen they say this, 
EI'l'n .snlal't guys ,Irl' C<lllflISl'l!. Take 

Perry .\lldl'l'son, Olll' <lfthe nlo,st cl'eatin' 
of BI'ltish \[ar"lsts in recent lit-cades. 
1I'lll' I'lTI'ntly tlls,sed a tuhhil (,I' (':unhl'l'p
tici,sm out till' lIind()\\ <lfhi" ilon' t()\\('1' 
on to the pagl" llf the ],lJlldlJll Un'/I';i' II!' 

]11J1Jk.l, I [is lTltiqlll' i,s ailllcd at those
alllllng them \[arl, !.,'onanl, Tony .Jude 
.Jeremy ({itl,in, .Jlirgen J labl'l'lIlas, \1arcel 
(;,Illchd and nly.self--I\ ho argul' that 
Lurope i.s eml'r,gillg as a model of lIol'ld
historical .signiticalllT, l)espite OUI' di[~ 

tl:reIlIT.s. all llfus Ill,lil'll' that till' old con
tilll'nt strikl's the Illost admirable balalll'e 
to Ill' [lllllid in today's Ivorld-sllplTior to 
till' l 'S, .Japan, HlI,s,sia or Chilla-among 
till' tllrl'(' fUllllan1l'ntall'lcnlents of mod
ern dl'mlllTacy: market l','onlllllics, sllcial 
denlolTacy and multilateral institutillns, 

:\nderson',s responSl' !'l'll',lls ,I bit 
tllat's IITllng IIi til Europe, but a lot morl' 
tllar's l\Tllllg \\ith 1l'ftist thinking abollt 
Lurope, To he sure, Ill' displays sonw of 
thl' virtul's ofllid-bshioned Mar"lSt his
tory-a Ilanl-lll'adell, bld-hasell [llcus on 
matl'l'i,il intl'l'ests, I Ie ,shm\s. t(lr e"am
pie. hOIl tlte sing1l' ma rI",t , the singl,' 
lUITency and l'len enlargl'IIlI'nt. \I'hile 
inl portan tach Il'l l'nll'n ts, arc often o\'er
solll, (Ie e"poses the di,stributional con
\lids that underlie the El': Europe is 
about national interests, and the bar
gaining is tougb, .JlIst asl, (;erman car 
lIorkl'rs ahout Slo\'ak con'llL'tition, or 
Poles \111\' their subsidie,s arc smaller 
than Spaniards', 

:\nderson delastatingly disseds nail'e 
left-\\ing geopolitics, notably Ilabermas's 
U)()S-er scheme to filrge a European 
identity arllund an anti-American lTU
salle, Lealing aside the obl'ious lack of 
pan-European consensus, European gOl'
ernmen ts in tilct broadly support US mil
itary intenention elery"here, except 
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Iraq, ant! quietly bacl, legally question
able L1S anti-terrorisllI policies, sOllle

tillles en'n including "rendition." It is in 

their intere.st: Europeans alld A.lllerican' 
till'(' till' sallle "hallenges fi'olll tl'!TOr and 

roglle .statl's. Di"isiolls O\'l'r Iraq are not 

the ruk but excel)tions '\Toug-Ilt by fi)()l
isll blullders in \\'ashing-ton. 

So till' .'0 g-ood. Yet .\nder.'ion goe.' oft' 
the rails II hell he Illm',·s frolll Illatl'rial 

reality to politics ,lI1d ill.stitutioIlS-li'OIlI 

base to superstructure, Like nl,1l1y Euro

peans, Iw is haulltl'd hy the spectre of 
Europe's .so-called "t!"Il11)(Tatlc ,Idicit." 

Ill' belll'H·.' that EurosC('lltic criticislll, 
till' "'rellch alld Dutch referelldulll 
dell-ats all,l the l'lIlT('llt cOllstitutiollaleri 

sis hal(' ,lIl oCCUlTed blTallSl' till' Euro

1)('(111 IllilSSCS are rising (II) against the 
"collcla\'('s at Bru.ss('ls" \I Ith tlwir ""]osed 

\lorld of cllallc('llerles," "illlp('Ill'traiJlc 

sclwllw fill' till' redi.stributioll of oli 

garchic pO\I"'I." a!H1 "u 11 tI'a III 11 ll'l led , 

ev'clltin' discrdioll." desig-Iled to "shor!

circuit. llatiollallq."'islatIIlTs." 
I ll're, ;\lld('rSOIl has ('llkre(1 a LIl't-li'e(' 

lone. Ilis indig-Ilation is hll'kd bl' nain' 

populisill. Ilot all,lIy.si.s, But the claillis 

lI11'ri! close inspl·l'tioll. ifoilly IwC,lLlSl' so 

IllallY Europeall kftlSh-all(lll<lt a fl'll 
Oil th(' right-tall, till' .salll(' II a\', 

Europ"alLs, ;\Ildnsoll sal's. ,IlT disil 
1'lSioll('d Ilith the EL' bl'caus(' it i, ,III 

"arrogallt. opa'lll(' SYStl'IlI" tbat circulll 
Il'llts Ilatiollal kgislatun·.s, Tbis is 

untrue. Polls shOll that aeros.' th(' COIl

tinellt,support flll' tlw El' is rougilly 
I'qllal to tllat fill' Ilatiollal ill.,titutloIlS, 

:\lIyll'ay, ilion' dl'IlIOlT,ll'y dOl'S Ilot 111",111 

1I1<)J'e kgitilllacy: data shml' that l'iti/l'IlS 
(10 Ilot, a.s iI rule, ,li.,like "Opil'lUl'" "ourts 

a!H1 hlLrl'aUCrilci('." allli tllat tlw\' loatbl' 
pilrliilllll'lIts illld ('It,l'tl'd I)(lliticialls, 

Did tbe Frellch illld Dutch n't"I'l'n
dUllls sigllal a "popular repudiation Ill' 

Europe":' Hanlly. E"it polls allli ,oting 
studies ITITal that tl'll Frl'ncb or Dut,'b 

IOles II ere cast Ilitb regard to Europl'all 
issues (Illod,'st l'onlTrn about Turkisb 

accession ('''ceptl'd). Despite illtl'll'l' 
Euro-dehates III pla('es like Le Jlolldl'. till' 
alerilg-e \'oter lIas Illotil ated allllo,t 

exc[usi\'ely by national political concerns. 
\Vhat a!Jout the clailll that the EL' 

functions \Iith "untralllllll'l1l'd ... execu
tin' diserl'tion," j)'cc of delllo('!'atic 

cl1('cks:) "'rong- again. In area after art·a. 

Ell Ilonks an' pursuing policies they dis
lil\(~ Ix'cause \,(lters lIIake tbelll do so. Last 

year, let't-"'ing populists successfully 
diluted EL: sen ices liberalisation. Turk

ish accession, probably the EL: policy that 

l\oulLl contribute most to glohal peace 
and ,ecurity, is >talle(1 ill the tace of pub

1ic opposi tion. Pres,su re frolll .stron g 

gn't'n alld tilrlll lotillg blo('s stallds 

!whind tilt' EL"s uppusition to t1'ade in 

genetically nJ(l(lifil'll org-ani'llls. Polil'ies 

to let il1 t'>r('ign \\Url"TS de,perat(,ly 

nl'l'lkd by Eurol)('all ,','0I101l1leS " 
il1lp('(lcd by popular COIlClTIl.S about 
immigTiltioll. Th,' Fl' r('spon(), to sucll 

11I·l'.ssun·.' Iwcau.'e el lTI'OIl(' In til(' sy.' 
tem, e:-;<'l'pt the "I ('r-I\ (',d"'ning (,Cllll
mi,ssiull oHil'jals, is ('I",t('d: natlollal 

11Iillisters, 11(',IfI" uf gO\'(Tnll1l'nt, Euru

Ila rl ia III ('11 ull·ia II '. 

.\ndITson .'ays thilt l1atlonid l"g'isla
turl'S "are cUlltinuall\' ,unfrunt('d \lith a 

IllaSS uf (El') lJc.,i'IOlls UI('r 1lllic·11 tlll'Y 

la,k any ()\"'I''ilg'ht,'' Incc)]TI'l·t. .\IlY l'UUIl

try (':In 1l1,lIlllate it.s 1l,ltiunal I'ariialll,'n
tal'y ('ol1n1litl,,(,s tu illlJ)().S(' l"l'al-tilli(' 

()\('I',igill. Iknl1l"rk "Ild SI\'(,(I"11 llu su. 

Y(,t littll' ,Jc.liblT"tiull I'('sults. Olle pal' 

Ilanll'nl<lriilll I'l'lTlltl\' tuld IlIC II h\': his. . 
('ull""g'ul'S tind EL' iSSIIl'" t"r 1l's, 'Olll 
pl'llillg' tllan niltiilll"J 'ssw's likl' t,,:-;('s, 

ED wonks are pursuing 
policies they dislike because 
voters make them do so 

pl'll.,iUIl S , Iwalth. l'llll'·iltlilii. su('ial 1)(,11,,

fit" trallspurt, illlllligr"tioll an(1 l'll\i 
rOllllll'n t" ll'nti ll"lTllll'lll. "Thl'\' dOll' t Idil' 

til be Ilokl'll lip "t ~illll to apJlI'()\l' "11 El' 
agril·lIltlll'al.sub.,llh·... 

Citil.l'IlS JL.l'] till' S"llll' II a\'. Thl'\' h,1I l' 

Illall\, o!'!'ortullitil'S to ill HU,'I1lT Elll"UIW, 

but l·hoo.'l' nilt tu uS<' them. The\' shun 
Luro-l'l'TtiilllS al1ll r('fusl' to ,Il'batl' El' 
Ill"tters ill natlllllal dl,('tiolls. 'I'll(' iSSlll',s 

tlll'\' ('ar(' abollt 1'('lllaill n"tiulla!. 'I'll(' 

l',ss<'llt1al tl'uth i., tll"t till' El' is ,Il,st too 
t('(lious tll lllotllalL' !,olitical al'tlllii. 

F('dlT"ll.,ts al1llldt-\I in,t';el's alik" h"te 
tIl alhnit this. Fl'deralish, II hu 'p(,lld litl' 
tilll('s insid(' th(' Brussels h('11l\,ly, "re 
relllilldl,(1 th,lt Europ(' is 110t bl'l'oilling 

the sUIll'r.'tatl' of 1I'IIicii .kall \!unllet 

dreilmed. Ldt-"ingers. I\ho still h"l'bour 
dreams uf spontal]('olfs mass anion, are 

rl'lllinded that tIll' II orking class i" not 
tbe Illutile f'lrCl' ofhi.,tOlT .... S ..... nderson 

hilllsdf ruefully admits, th" transcen
dencl' of tbe nation state or, mor(' prop

erly, the limit('d. pragmatic, es,(,ntially 

Ilation state-ba,eclmultilateralism tbat 

prel'ails in Ellrope today bas turn('d uut 

tu be tbe prult'n of bOI'illg bourg('uis 
elite,. Ilot th(' proletarian mass('s. 

The genre 
divide 
BY TOM CHATFiElD 

Despite the latest etlilrts of John 
Bamille, the gulf between genre 
and literary fiction remains wide 

E
\('r,illl'l' blgar .\ILIII 1'0" lai,l till'
 

tl'llndatiolls of horror and d('ll"!II" 
tidioll ill th(' ] ,-;:;os-and 1\ as soulllily 

ITIII"d fill' tllis lIll!,('rtil1l'nl'l' ill hiS niltin' 

l"nd--g('nIT all,l lit(,rary ilulllOrs han' 
bl'l'll II ill'y of OIl(' '1IIOtli('r. Tli(' history 

uf high litl'l'atulT i, also thl' hi.,tory uf 

,l';enius; of til(' Shal,(,spl'iln's alld llyn)]ls 

\1110.,(' ulli'llll' talellts I""l' I)('llilll(,I'('(1 

the \1 ol'ld. ThrougllOllt g"Ill"l' fictioll's 
IJI'Id,'I' lif"tillil'. hO\\('I,'r--jj'om PO(' to 

k Carn', I'" V('rlle-tlll' cOlltral'l 

Iwtlll"'l1 "wli,'nl'l' alill allthor lias ah,ays 

Iwen the Illust impol't:lllt IlJatll'r. This is 
I\bat g"'IlI'l' signities: \'011 ailll to pk,!.,,, 

1//(')11 at ll'ast a.s mlll'h as yourselt~ alld you 

ailll to sell. Ill" history thi,k I\ith pulps 
and pl'nn\' dreadfuls. 110 area uf fiction 

has l)(,l'l1 Illon' tboruughly CUllllIIl'ITial 

ill its instillcts than g('l1re fidiclll; alld 
Ilhen alldi('lll'(' is th(' IlOttom lin(', this 

Illt'ans .'all's. TIll' Ilumbl'r ulle slot on the 
,Ye'''' )ink TlIIIO'S bestseller list is to a 

gelll'e l\Titer Il'hat the :-Jational Bool, 

'l\\ar,1 is to a lit(,rary lloH'list: iI badg'" uf 

ultimate respectahllity. Literary books 
sonwtinH's,('[[ \\'ell, of "uurs(' (thuugh 

not ae; I\dl as genr(' 'I'orb). and prai.sl' 

is,purallically \lafted frnm the ilory 
toIlers tem an!., d('s('n'ing olltsiders 
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